
2011 with an even greater focus on the home building and remodeling industry.

�What the show gets is recognized expertise to offer our patrons,� says Carolyn Alt of Showspan Inc. �We felt it was time to 
increase the focus on new home building and remodeling, and offer more resources for our visitors to make educated decisions 
about their home. Having the HBA�s direct participation and having their name associated with the event makes it clear that this 
is a quality offering.�

The HBAGGR will be introducing a brand new feature � Builder Pavilion, a vital resource for any homeowner looking for information 
on new construction, remodeling, design, or anything for the home. A team of builder member experts will be available during 

show hours to provide short educational seminars, answer one-on-one questions, and provide 
additional resources for all your home and building needs.

 �The Home & Garden Show is a great opportunity to reach the public and educate them about 
how the HBA is a resource for them when they�re looking to remodel or build,� says HBA President 
Rich Kogelschatz of Heartland Builders. �This is a great show and it is incredibly important to 
our industry and community. We�re glad to be part of it in a formal.�

This new venture will not only provide consumers with a place filled with leading industry 
experts, but also member value to the HBAGGR as exhibiting members will receive special 
promotional opportunities for their participation.

The Home & Garden Show will be held March 3-6, 2011 for its 31st season and will feature 
over 350 exhibitors featuring every product and service you’ll need for your home, garden or 
landscaping. Please visit www.hbaggr.com for more information on the 2011 Home & Garden 
Show.

West Michigan’s Home & Garden Show 
Named HBAGGR O�cial Event!
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ome & Garden Show Named HBAGGR Official Event!

The Home & Building Association of Greater Grand Rapids (HBAGGR) is pleased to announce a partnership with 
Showspan Inc. and the West Michigan Home & Garden Show. This new partnership will now make the Home & Garden Show an 
official event of the Home & Building Association of Greater Grand Rapids.

The HBAGGR and Showspan Inc. both have extensive experience with consumer shows and will deliver an outstanding show for 

H



2

August 2010BUILDERWest Michigan

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
Great things are happening at the HBA!  
You should know that we do have reason for 
excitement at the HBA.  We are currently 
implementing Bid Fusion, our on line bidding 
tool.  The response to date has been very positive.  
As more builders and associates start using Bid 
Fusion it will transform our association.  Someday, 
it could be our greatest member benefit!

There are builders that are leery of it.  They don’t 
want “just anyone” bidding on their homes.    Bid 

Fusion allows you to control the bidding and who 
receives the bid request.  I can tell you the time it takes to learn the system 
is short and it actually speeds up the estimating process.  I love it! 

I have talked to associate members who see the positive aspects of it.  They, 
however, also fear opening up their existing client base to competition.  
My response is “you can’t fear the bogeyman”.  The reality is that each of 
face competition daily.  This is still a relationship business.  The builder 
or associate with the best price, product, presentation and personality is 
going to win.  This system does not change that.  It just makes it more 
efficient.  

Another cause for celebration is our Fall Parade.  We have strong builder 
participation.  The number of homes is up.  Our marquee event will remain 
continue to be a success for your association.  

Do you like truck pulls?  Do you like trucks?  Do you have a truck?  If so, our 
sister association, the HBA of Greater Kalamazoo is having a truck pull 
using member trucks.  How cool!  They have invited us to participate.  You 
can watch or bring your truck and pull. The event is August 20th at the 
Kalamazoo Speedway from 5:00 pm to 10:00 pm.  Please contact the HBA 
for more details or go to www.hbagk.org.  I hope to see you there.  

If you have any questions or comments for me, please feel free to email me 
at rgkogel@comcast.net.  

Enjoy the rest of your summer.  

Sincerely, 

Rich Kogelschatz CAPS, CGB
President
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WEBSITE STATS
 WWW.HBAGGR.COM - NEW WEBSITE!

Designed with YOU in mind, the new site is easy-to-navigate 
and a great resource for both members and consumers!    
 
Check out the website statistics for the month of JUNE 2010!   
 

Interested in advertising?  Please contact Danielle Latack at (616) 
281-2021 ext. 254 or by email at danielle.latack@hbaggr.com

UNIQUE
VISITS

NUMBER 
OF VISITS

PAGES 
VISITED

TOTAL 
HITS

3,555 5,137 16,801 273,287

13,171 19,504 103,331 1,242,227YEAR TO DATE:
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